Washington City Community Garden
2012 Gardening Guidelines and Rules
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Garden Season: The “garden season” is from the second Saturday in Feb. to the first Saturday in Nov. Regular watering turns are from March 1st to Oct. 31st. Nov., Dec., and Jan. are reserved for making necessary changes for the upcoming year. No gardening will take place during the months of December and January unless approved through the Garden Coordinator.
Cost: 
Individual plots are 15’ x 15’.  Rent is $35 per plot. A $50 refundable deposit for each plot up to two plots will be required with your agreement. The rental fee covers the plot, water, and use of facilities and equipment. The fee is non-refundable after March 15th.  Requirements to receive your refundable deposit are as follows: attend Fall Clean-up day (first or second Sat. in Nov.), clean out plot, return shed key, and fulfill watering assignments and volunteer time at the garden.

What to grow: A list of popular varieties that do well in our area is available for download on the website. Vine plants such as melons, cantaloupe or honeydew, cucumbers should be grown on trellises provided by the gardener. Keep walkways and furrows clear. If your vines/branches begin encroaching, prune them back. Be considerate. It is the gardeners’ responsibility to make arrangements for picking and upkeep of the plot when circumstances require. 

Watering: Watering is done with irrigation water by ditch/furrows. Gardeners are responsible to maintain furrows and have plots ready for the water turns, as we MUST water ALL plots during a watering cycle. The watering teams have the authority to clean ANY furrows within plots if impeeding water, even if this requires cutting or removing plants. Each gardener is required to be part of a watering team and is responsible for specific watering turns. Failure to help with watering turns will result in a forfeiture of deposit. If for some reason, you are unable to help with water, you may pay a $50 waiver fee. For questions or concerns about the water, please email washingtoncitygarden
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Plot maintenance: Plot borders will be 15’ x 15’ with a 3’ walkway on all sides of the plot. Diseased or pest-infested plants should be removed. Ongoing control is required of pest grasses and weeds that can spread into walkways and neighboring plots through seed dispersal or root growth. Each gardener will help keep the weeds out of the walkways surrounding his/her plot. Each gardener is also responsible to keep the walkway pipes cleaned out in the path north of his/her plot.
If a gardener fails to comply or if a garden plot/walkway begins to be overrun with weeds or rotting produce, the gardener will receive 1 week’s notice to comply or the plot and any produce will be turned over to the Garden Committee and the deposit will be forfeited. It is the gardeners’ responsibility to make arrangements for picking and upkeep of the plot when circumstances require. Please inform the Garden Coordinator if you need to give up your plot.

What NOT to Grow: Some things, like brussell sprouts and celery, aren’t suited for our climate. Other things do great one year and not so great the next. If you want some advice on what the locals think is best to grow or not to grow, just ask. ( 
Gardening Approaches: ALL gardeners are encouraged to use organic gardening methods as much as possible, but if you are going to use pesticides or fertilizers, please inform your neighboring gardeners. The plots on the south end of the garden will be strictly organic plots. If you have questions, please email the Garden Coordinator.
Shed: Each gardener will be given a key to the shed. Be sure that the tool shed is locked if you are the last one leaving. This key must be returned in order to receive a refund of the deposit. The shed is used to store community tools and a few small personal tools of gardeners. These should be clearly marked with your name. Chemicals may not be stored in the shed. Tools should be cleaned and returned to the storage shed and left in an orderly manner. The gardener must replace tools broken through negligence. 
Pets/children: Pets and young children are welcome but should be under supervision at all times within the gardens and kept out of others’ gardens. Please clean up after your pets. 
COMPOST GUIDELINES: Compost bins are located on the west side of the garden.
1. No tomato or squash plants. They do not break down well.

2. Vine weed, morning glory, and most other plants are ok if they stay in pile for at least 3 months

3. Grass and leaves are very good and will create some of the best heat. To keep bins active, new material will be needed on a regular basis.

4. All new materials need to go in the North bin.  This gives us a chance to get a good rotation to the bins and allow the compost to be in the bins for the 3 month limit.

5. Woody things like tree limbs and some roots are not wanted, they take too long to break down.

6. Limit dirt, it does not add material and takes up too much space.  Sod is ok if most of the dirt is removed.

7. Newspaper is ok in limited amounts, and must be layed out.  

8. Household vegetation scraps are ok even if rotted as long as it does not contain tomatoes or squash seeds.

9. You may take compost for your plot from the South bin when the sign says READY.
10. If you have questions on how to add to compost pile please call Gerry at 385-208-8542. He will be happy to assist in how to apply to the piles and how to get good compost out of the bins when it is ready.
